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For a complete pdf version of this article visit: www.k-state.edu/geography/JSSmith/ More than 45 years ago Dan Stanislawski sought to identify the underlying character of 11 towns in Michoacán, Mexico (Stanislawski 1950) . He hypothesized that regional differences in the physical environment would have the greatest impact on shaping the personality of each town. The methodology used by Stanislawski to test his hypothesis relied principally upon plotting the anatomy of each village. He mapped the street pattern, central plaza, government buildings, community church, and commercial activities (crafts, stores, and services). Instead of confirming his original thesis, his fieldwork and reflective analysis revealed that culture and first effective settlement had a more profound influence on a town's character than the physical environment. Despite being almost five decades old, anatomically plotting the land use patterns within a village is applicable today and can still reveal many cultural traits of a community.
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In keeping with the requirements of the Geographical Review 1) this manuscript is not under review elsewhere; 2) it will not be submitted to any other publication while The Geographical Review considers it; 3) the contents of this manuscript have not been submitted elsewhere; and 4) the text is not under copyright.
Sincerely, Jeffrey S. Smith
